
Debbie and I had a wonderful trip down the upper St Croix River on July 1, 2, and
3, 2002.  When we put the canoe in the water behind the ranger station in
Gordon, it was 2 p.m., sunny, and 95 degrees out. The first 2 miles were slow
and marshy. Our dog Molly would go from side to side in the canoe every time
she saw something interesting.  The wind was pretty strong out of the SW when
we hit the flowage but at least it kept us from getting too hot. We would make a
dash from point to point and then rest.  By the end we were seeing some
whitecaps so it was hard work.  Saw 2 bald eagles and 2 loon families.

Got to the Gordon dam about 5 p.m. and went for a swim and drank a lot of
water.  Even though it was the only water source for the next 16.5 miles, we
elected to push on because of all the people and noise. We camped at Scott
Bridge, a nice campsite overlooking Scott rapids. The rapids were fun. The bugs
were not too bad and we swam again but had no luck with fishing- probably
because of the heat.

On Tuesday we were happy to see a few clouds -we had gotten plenty of sun the
day before. We had a pleasant paddle going through lots of easy rapids and
caught several little smallies, one in Proffit hole. We got out to inspect
Coppermine dam and decided the second sluiceway had enough water for a
canoe and it did. We sailed right through and it was fun! Saw one very large
immature eagle, a beaver, and several deer.

The ranger in Trego had warned us the water was low and the depth gauge at
Cty T confirmed it (0.8 feet) and there were a lot more exposed rocks. The rapids
after Schoen Park Landing required a lot of dragging the canoe over the rocks
which is hard work with a loaded canoe and a 50# dog. About a mile after dry
landing I caught a very nice walleye while trolling with a Rapalla. It was 23"
(about 4 1/2 #).  We have this on film!

I was looking forward to Big Fish Trap rapids to see if they were as much fun as
when we did them 30 years ago when we worked at Namekagon Scout
reservation. I was not disappointed. It was long and fast and we got hung up in
the rocks 3 times.  The first time Debbie flew off her seat and lost her paddle but
did not fall in the river. We got out the extra paddle, got unstuck and kept going.
We found the paddle stuck in some rocks and got ourselves stuck in the same
rocks. Got loose again and then near the end we got hung up on a large boulder
and this time it was me who lost a paddle.. The current swung us around and
started to tip us and water started coming in! I jumped out and pulled the stern
through the chute next to the boulder. I got back in and grabbed the extra paddle
to steer. We went through the rest of the rapids backwards, It worked but I
wouldn't recommend it.  We caught up to the loose paddle, emptied the water out
of the canoe and continued.

The upper end of Little Fish Trap rapids required a lot of dragging the canoe but
the part near the bridge was fun.



We filled up on water at the CCC Bridge landing and camped at the next
campsite down, a former log cabin site. It too was a nice campsite with a rock
pier.  It felt good to wash up, swim, and eat, and we slept pretty well that night!
There were a few more nice rapids and a lot of slow sandy sections down to the
Namekagon confluence and beyond. The water is so clear the day was beautiful
-a little cooler and it was very peaceful. The only sign of civilization after the
Gordon Dam (other than the 5 bridges) were 2 cabins.  I caught one small
northern and a decent sized smallmouth. We took the canoe out just before noon
at the Riverside landing which is also a nice place to camp.

Overall it was a great trip-and an adventure! I would do it again but might skip the
flowage section unless the wind was calm. It would be more fun (and less work) if
the water levels were better but it was still worth the effort.  Debbie even said she
would do it again (she likes the fast rapids) and Molly got used to it too.

Tom

Thanks to the author, Tom Detzner, for allowing us to reprint his letter.


